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port arrangements. Conscious of having done
fairly well in rather difficult circumstances., I
marched in with my head well up. To my aston-
ishment he greeted me with " Are you Young ?
What the devil have you been doing here?"
" Well, sir," I said, " what have I been doing ?
I didn't expect you to speak to me like that."
" Why not ? 3) he asked. cc You have apparently
been paying more than the prices laid down in
General Routine Orders for forage and supplies.
What have you got to say for yourself? " I said
what I had to say, and as soon as he realised what
the difficulties had been he was friendly enough.
Before I left him, he asked what he could do to help
me, and I said that I only wanted his authority for
all I had done. This he gave me at once, and it
was just as well that I got it, for nearly two years
later, when I was working in the Foreign Office, a
letter came over from some department in the War
Office asking for an explanation of the frequent and
deplorable breaches of General Routine Order
XYZ, which had been committed in Damascus by
" a Captain H. W. Young, who is understood to be
working in your department." I quoted the
Q^.M.G's blank cheque, and heard no more about it.
On the Qth October I was asked by Leith Ross,
who was on the G staff of the Corps, to come with
him in his car to Rayaq, where the 5th Cavalry
Division had its headquarters. On the way he told
me that orders had come from G.H.Q,. for General
Macandrew to push on with the 5th Cavalry Divi-
sion to Horns, living on the country as he went. Q,
had expressed some doubt whether this could be
done, and he wanted me to make enquiries about
local resources between Rayaq and Horns. We